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GEARS has made donations to the CARLA and N6ICW repeater systems. Your dues and donations help 
keep amateur radio alive. 


The Loomis Hamfest is on March 16" the first local hamfest of the year. Some of us plan to carpool. 
If you can, join us for breakfast Saturday March 9th, 9am at Farmer’s Skillet on Cohasset in Chico. 


The next GEARS meeting will be Monday evening March 18th at the Chico public library. Doors open at 
6pm, meeting at 7. 


Also join us on the Tuesday night net, 7:30 PM GEARS East Repeater 146.850 MHz - PL 110.9 
| hope to see you at our events, otherwise I'll see you on the radio. 


Jim Matthews K6EST 


THE FIRST HAM SWAP OF THE YEAR IS COMING! 
STH ANNUAL 


LOOWMES 
LELIANNMIP1E SS 


Join the Sierra Foothills Amateur Radio Club for HAMFEST 2024! 


Get your gear, grab your wallet, and get ready for a super swap. 
We'll have coffee and donuts, awesome prizes, 
Elmer tours, a test table, presentations, and so much more. 


SAVE THE DATE: March 16*, 2024 
More information can be found @ hamfest.w6éek.org 


Sellers need to bring their own tables, chairs, pop-ups, generators (no shore power available) 
No equipment will be provided. 


SELLERS $10 TALK IN FREQUENCY 
Setup at 0600 146.535 


When Where 


Saturday, March 16, 2024 Historic Loomis Train Depot 
0700 to 1100 Hours 5775 Horseshoe Bar Rd, Loomis 
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VEC Testing, FCC License Exam available by appointment. For information or registration call Tom 
Rider, W6JS 530-514-9211 

Chico Breakfast 2nd Saturday 9am Farmers Skillet Cohasset Rd, Chico 

GEARS Board Meeting 1st Monday 7pm by Google video meetups. 

PARS Meeting 2nd Thursday 6:30pm, doors open 6pm Old Magalia Community Resource Center 
OARS Meeting Second Friday of the month, St. Pauls Episcopal Church Hall, Oroville. 

GARS Meeting Second Friday of the month, Lutheran Church Hall, Artois. 

GEARS Meeting, Doors open 6pm, meeting 7pm at Chico Public Library, 1108 Sherman Ave, Chico 
OARS Breakfast 4th Saturday of the month, 9am at Cornucopia of Oroville. 


NETS: 

OARS Club Net Sunday 8pm 146.655 Mhz - PL 136.5 

GARS Club Net Monday,7:00 pm 147.105 MHz + PL 110.09, secondary: 146.850 MHz-PL 110.9 
Yuba Sutter Club Net Monday 7pm 146.085 MHz + PL 127.3 

GEARS Club Net Tuesdays 7:30 PM 146.850 MHz - PL 110.9 

PARS Club Net Tuesday 7pm 145.290 - PL 110.9 

Simplex Net Thursday 7:30 p.m. 146.52 no tone 

Yuba Sutter ARES Net Thursdays 7pm 146.085 MHz + PL 127.3 

Sacramento Valley Traffic Net Nightly 9:00 PM 146.850 MHz - PL 110.9 


GEARS members set contest records 


meg 


By Larry Mitchell, KFE6NCX 


Three GEARS members set new records in the 
California QSO Party (CQP) last October, according 
to contest results recently released. 


The records were set by Bennett Laskey, K6CEL, 
and the team of Jevon Gegg-Mitchell, KGYLH, and 
me (Larry, KF6NCX). 


Bennett set a new Plumas County record for QRP 
stations operating from a site on 6,929-foot Swain 
Mountain in the northeastern part of that county. 


For years, Bennett has been doing CQP from the 
site. He said he chose that spot because it is so 
remote and there is no man-made noise there. 


Last year, Bennett had his best score ever there. He made 88 phone qsos with 26 multipliers for a score of 
4,576. It was the fifth time Bennett has set a new record in that category. 


Before he started doing CQP in Plumas County, the QRP record there was a score of 1,567, set in 2003 by 
Brian Boschma, N6IZ. Bennett broke that record in 2016 with a score of 2,014. In 2017, he moved the bar 
higher with a new record of 2,394. And in 2018, he scored 2,992. Then, in 2020, Bennett set a new record for 
the fourth time with a score of 3,456. 


As he has in the past, Bennett operated last year with his mobile rig, a Yaesu FT-817. He used LiFePO4 battery 
power to run both the 817 and his computer. He operated for 14 hours over Saturday and Sunday. 


The spot he operates from is on the northwest side of the summit. The mountain is also a Summits on the Air 
(SOTA) peak. Bennett operates from the cab of his pickup or the truck’s tailgate, depending on the weather. 


For 10, 15 and 20 meters, Bennett used a Buddipole antenna. For 40 meters, he used an inverted vee dipole. 


Jevon and | have been doing CQP together for a number of years. Last year, we operated from my house in 
Chico, using the home station. 


Our new record for Butte County is in the multi-operator, single- 
transmitter, high-power category. In October’s contest, we made 938 CW 
qsos and 225 phone qsos, with 58 multipliers, for a score of 189,312. 
That beat the old record of 188,500 for a multi-single station, which was 
set in 1994 by the team of Roberto Sadkowski, K6KM, and Kenny 
Silverman, K2KW. 


We used my station’s Kenwood TS-590SG radio with the KPA500 amp, 
running 500 watts. For 40 and 80 meters, we used the station’s regular 
130-foot end-fed wire antenna. For 10, 15 and 20 meters, we used a 
Buddihex hexbeam set up in the backyard. Taking turns, we operated for 
26 hours in the contest, which runs for 30 hours on the first weekend each 
October. 


One new thing for us was being able, for the first time, to use the club call 
WNE6P, which we recently acquired. To get this call, we formed The 
William Pope Contest Club and applied to the FCC. The club is named in 
honor of longtine GEARS member, Bill Pope, W6TKE, SK, who was a 
great help to both of us when we were starting out as hams. 


There’s something new in this year’s CQP results, a County Report, which lists the call signs, by county, of 
everyone who made two or more qsos in the contest, whether they submitted logs or not. This gives something 
approaching the total number of stations operating in CQP per county. 


The County Report lists nine stations operating in Butte County. Five of them submitted logs: WNE6P, W6AF, 
NN6P, KD6HOF and K6AQL. 


WG6AF, operated by Jim Jennings, W7XZ, made 418 CW qsos for a score of 68,970. NNG6P, operated by Trevis 
Rissler, N7ZTR, and Braydon Wallis, KO6AJT, made 111 phone qsos for a score of 6,438. And Tim Thorson, 
KD6HOF, with an expedition station, made 58 qsos for a score of 3,480. KEAQL, a mobile station, made a small 
number of qsos. 


In addition, in Butte, Glenn Maclean, WA7SPY, and Larry Dorn, N7MRN, made a number of qsos in the contest. 


In Tehama County, GEARS member Bill Hagen, KC6UFE, was among several operators who participated. He 
made 57 qsos. 


In Glenn County, an expedition station and the mobile station KEAQL operated. The expedition station, N6YEU, 
ran low power and made 1,057 CW and 454 phone qsos for a score of 236,582 and a new county record. Fred 
Leoni of Healdsburg was the operator. 


In California as a whole, the highest score by a single operator running high power was made by Marko 
Mylliymaki of the California Alligators Contest Club. He made 1,784 CW qsos and 822 phone qsos for a score of 
405,768. 


Among out-of-state operators in CQP last year, George Fremin of Austin, TX, had the highest score for a single- 
op, high-power station. He made 336 CW qsos and 902 phone qsos for a score of 163,096. 


In terms of participation, CQP is the biggest of the 55 state qso parties that are held each year. These qso 
parties are contests, ranging in length from between 8 hours or so to a full 48 hours over a weekend. The aim is 
for hams operating inside the state or Canadian province hosting the party to work as many stations as possible 
from other parts of the country and the world, and for those outside the state or province to work as many hams 
operating inside the host area as they can. 


Sponsored by the Northern California Contest Club, CQP has been held every year since 1966. Last year’s 
event was the best CQP ever, said Dean Wood, CQP chairman. It was the best because of the amount of 
participation, the great coverage of all 58 California counties and the smooth organization both before and after 
the event. 


Last year, 1,176 logs were submitted by hams in and outside California, Wood said. California hams submitted 
373 of those logs. 


In last year’s event, 52 stations outside California made “clean sweeps,” working all 58 California counties. And 
85 stations operating in California made sweeps of 58 states and areas in Canada, an all-time high. 


Another thing that made last year’s CQP so good was band conditions, he said. Solar flux was 155 on Saturday 
and 157 on Sunday. The A index was 9 and 4, and the K index was 0 and 1. “We got really lucky,” Wood said. 
There were quiet conditions and high solar flux. 


There aren’t enough contesters living in all of the state’s counties to get them on the air during CQP, so the 
event's organizers depend on hams traveling to various counties and setting up portable operations there. Last 
year, there were 51 CQP expeditions, as they are called, and nine mobile operations, where hams traveled and 
operated from a number of counties. Wood said that is the most expeditions there have ever been in a CQP. 


You can get a sense of the relative size of the biggest state QSO parties from the number of score postings on 
3830scores, a website where contesters post scores and maintain a record of their contest activity. 


The numbers of hams who posted scores to that website for the following QSO parties last year were as follows: 
California, 564; Florida, 460; 7th Call Area, 352; Pennsylvania, 301; New York, 281; and Texas, 252. 


10-Meter Mayhem: Taking Advantage of the Hottest Band in Town 
By Tim Duffy, K3LR 


It’s an exciting time to be a fan of the 10-meter 
band as hams have been feasting on openings 
the likes of which haven't been available for 
years. We'll call it “10-Meter Mayhem.” If you’re a 
long-suffering ham who has cursed the dearth of 
sunspot activity, you may call it, “It’s about darn 
time!” 


If you are new to ham radio the 10 meter band 
can be a lot of fun. It’s also the only HF band that 
new technician class operators can use. Even 
with simple equipment you can make voice 
contacts for thousands of miles. 


A recent Facebook Live exchange between Tim Duffy, K3LR,, and guest Troy Blair, KE8DRR is 
indicative of the bonanza hams are finding on 10 meters as of late—compliments of Solar Cycle 25: 


Tim: What do you think, Troy, about 10 meters? 


Troy: It’s the most open it’s been since I’ve been in the hobby. I’ve been able to make contacts all over 
Central America. I’ve got Great Britain and Scotland on 10 meters. 


Tim: Yeah, and it was really good this past weekend in the CQ Worldwide Contest. 


When asked on Facebook about their achievements on 10 meters over the years, some folks noted 
that some of their most impressive contacts have been made during the current cycle, including: 


Central Visayas,Philippines from the Oregon Coast 

CW contact to Chad from a small station in Illinois using a vertical 
Falkland Islands on 100 watts 

Djibouti from Minnesota 

Spain from New Zealand 

Samoa, Reunion, and Banaba 

We have just had some great contests: 


The DARC 10-Meter Contest just held on January 8, here are a few excellent opportunities to jump on 
the 10-meter bandwagon with like-minded operators in the days ahead: 


NRAU (Nordic Radio Amateur Union) 10M Activity Contest: February 2, 1800Z to 1900Z (CW); 1900Z 
to 2000Z (SSB); 2000Z to 2100Z (FM); and 2100Z to 2200Z (Digital) 


10-10 International Winter Contest, SSB: February 4, 0001Z to February 5, 2359Z. 10-10 International 
also hosts a 10-meter digital contest in April, a CW contest in May, a weak-signal event in July, an 
SSB contest in August, all-mode and CW events in October, and another digital contest in November. 
From its website, “Ten-Ten International Net, or 10-10 for short, is an organization of amateur radio 
operators dedicated to maintaining high levels of amateur radio communications on the 10-meter 
amateur band (28.0-29.7 MHz).” 


One of the best parts of 10 Meters is the simple equipment. Most all HF radios cover the 10 meter 
band and there are inexpensive 10 Meter only transceivers. A simple dipole antenna 15 to 20 feet up a 
mast is sufficient. 


Some 10-Meter Operating Tips: 


Longtime ham Scott Jones, N3RA, has seen the high and lows of operating on 10 meters over the 
years. 


“Ten meters is a fun band. At this time of the sunspot cycle, we'll have normal daytime DX propagation 
which is great fun. The band has HF and VHF characteristics and modes of propagation (F, Es, TE, 
Tropo, ground wave, MS, auroral, etc.) which makes it quite interesting. Here are a couple of 
interesting things I’ve noticed about the band over time.” 


There is sometimes a neat opening in the mid-afternoon to the OH/SMI/LA/TF, etc. area. The audio 
can sometimes have a slight fluttery sound to it. This is a little after most of the rest of EU is gone and 
the bulk of the opening has shifted to Central and South America and maybe even some Pacific. It 
helps to have directional antennas to point at, say, 20-25 degrees to listen for them. 


In the early morning, you can sometimes get some over-the-pole activity and the Middle East/VU is 
available until just after their sunset. 


After sunset and the opening to Central/SA, JA, and the Pacific is kind of done, try for some ground 
wave openings and sporadic-E openings. I’ve listened at 9 pm when nothing is really normally active 
and heard a few stations in WPA/OH/WV/WNY/MI on ground wave and then the next level out. The 
opening can be very short, of course, but it’s there. 


As with many things, higher activity levels allow us to “hear” openings on the band that are probably 
always there but no one is on to experience them. Even though some people might not use the FT8 
modes, one amazing thing they provide is incredible amounts of data on band openings and activity, 
automatically and around the clock. This can be visualized on PSK Reporter, for instance. Even if you 
don’t ever intend to do those modes, that site is a treasure trove of band data. 


If you need help getting started, reach out to another club member. 
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